
 
 

A-level Geography    Exam Board: AQA 

SUMMARY OF ADAPTATIONS 

• Students will still have 2 exam papers: 
 

• Paper 1: Physical Geography 
For this paper there is advanced information from the exam board to help students focus their revision 
on what the exam will cover.  Please see following pages for a breakdown of this content. 
 

• Paper 2: Human Geography 
For this paper there is advanced information from the exam board to help students focus their revision 
on what the exam will cover.  Please see following pages for a breakdown of this content. 

 
 

 

• The structure and length of the 2 papers will be the same as normal: 2 hours 30 minutes per paper. 
 

• The NEA fieldwork unit remains and is worth 20% of the total A level. 
 

• Due to the synoptic element of the course, students may still be required to draw on knowledge 
from across the specification. Questions will be included in assessment that draw from links made 
within units, and across units. 

HOW THE SCHOOL IS USING THIS INFORMATION 
 

• Practice and mock exams will be adapted to reflect summer 2022 exams. 

• Intervention sessions at lunch and afterschool will focus on the topics for each paper. 

• Teaching will continue to focus both on the essential subject knowledge but also the application of this 
knowledge on practice exam questions.   

• The lesson revision programme will be adapted to reflect the focus content. 
• Easter and May revision sessions will be focussed on specific topics for each paper. 

 

WHAT STUDENTS SHOULD DO 

 

• Ensure that they have collected their subject folders and they are up to date and well ordered. 

• Use the topic RAG lists for each paper to identify areas of strength and weakness. 

• Revise the areas identified as an area of weakness – but do not neglect revising topics that are a 
strength.  

• Make use of the exam board and teacher revision guides you have been given. 

• Attend the weekly afterschool Geography revision sessions. 

• Attend the NEA drop-in sessions after school in the sixth form study room. 
• Sign up to attend the Easter and May revision sessions. 

 
 



Geography A Level: Specification content focus areas 

Paper 1: Physical Geography 

Specification 
Point 

Content to focus revision on 
Revision 

guide 
pages 

3.1.1 Water & Carbon Cycles 
3.1.1.1 Water 
& carbon cycles 
as natural 
systems 

Systems concepts and their application to the water & 
carbon cycle: inputs, outputs, energy, stores/components, 
flows/transfers, positive/negative feedback, dynamic 
equilibrium. 

 

3.1.1.3 The 
carbon cycle 

Global distribution, and size of major carbon stores – 
lithosphere, cryosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, 
atmosphere. 
Factors driving change in the magnitude of stores of time 
and space, including flows and transfers at plant, sere and 
continental scales.  
Photosynthesis, respiration, decomposition, combustion, 
carbon sequestration in oceans and sediments, weathering.  
Changes in the carbon cycle over time, to include natural 
variation (including wildfires & volcanic activity) and human 
impact (including hydrocarbon fuel extraction and burning, 
farming practices, deforestation, land-use changes). 
The carbon budget and the impact of the carbon cycle 
upon land, ocean and atmosphere, including global climate. 

 

3.1.1.4 Water, 
carbon, climate 
and life on 
Earth 

The key role of carbon and water stores and cycles in 
supporting life on Earth with particular reference to 
climate.  
The relationship between the water cycle and carbon cycle 
in the atmosphere. 
The role of feedback within and between cycles and their 
link to climate change and their implications for life on 
Earth. 
Human interventions in the carbon cycle designed to 
influence carbon transfers and mitigate the impacts of 
climate change. 
 

 

  



  3.1.3 Coastal systems & Landscapes 
3.1.3.1 Coasts 
as natural 
systems 

Systems concepts and their application to the 
development of coastal landscapes: inputs, outputs, 
energy, stores/components, flows/transfers, 
positive/negative feedback, dynamic equilibrium. 

 

3.1.3.2 Systems 
and processes 

Sources of energy in coastal environments: winds, waves 
(constructive and destructive), currents and tides, low 
energy coasts. 
Sediment sources, cells and budgets. 
Geomorphological processes: weathering, erosion, 
transportation and deposition. 

 

3.1.3.3 Coastal 
landscape 
development 

Development of landforms and landscapes of coastal 
deposition.  
Estuarine mudflat/saltmarsh environments: factors and 
processes in their development. 
Emergent and submergent coastlines and origin and 
development of associated landforms: fjords. 
Recent and predicted climate change and potential 
impacts on coasts. 

 

3.1.3.4 Coastal 
management 

Human intervention in coastal landscapes. Traditional 
approaches to coastal flood and erosion risk: hard and soft 
engineering. Sustainable approaches to coastal flood risk 
and coastal erosion management: Shoreline management 
and integrated coastal zone management. 

 

3.1.3.6 Case 
studies 

Case study of a contrasting coastal landscape beyond the 
UK (the Sundarbans) to illustrate and analyse how it 
presents risks and opportunities for human occupation and 
development and evaluate human responses of resilience, 
mitigation and adaptation. 

 

3.1.5 Hazards 

3.1.5.2 Plate 
tectonics 

Destructive, constructive and conservative plate margins. 
Characteristic processes. Seismicity and vulcanicity.  

 

3.1.5.3 Volcanic 
hazards 

The nature of vulcanicity and its relation to plate 
tectonics: volcanic hazards: nuees ardentes, lava flows, 
mud flows, pyroclastic & ash fallout, gases/acid rain,tephra.  
Spatial distribution, magnitude, frequency, regularity and 
predictability of hazard events.  
Impacts: Primary/secondary, environmental, social, 
economic, political.  
Short- and long-term responses: risk management 
designed to reduce the impacts through preparedness, 
mitigation, prevention and adaptation. 
Impacts and human responses as evidenced by a recent 
volcanic event (Mt. Nyiragongo eruption 2002). 

 



3.1.5.4 Seismic 
hazards 

The nature of seismicity and its relation to plate tectonics: 
seismic hazards: earthquakes, shockwaves, tsunamis, 
liquefaction, landslides.  
Spatial distribution, randomness, magnitude, regularity, 
predictability of hazard events.  
Impacts: Primary/secondary, environmental, social, 
economic, political.  
Short- and long-term responses: risk management 
designed to reduce the impacts through preparedness, 
mitigation, prevention and adaptation. 
Impacts and human responses as evidenced by a recent 
seismic event (Haiti earthquake 2010). 

 

3.1.5.5 Storm 
hazards 

The nature of tropical storms and their underlying causes.  
Forms of storm hazards: high winds, storm surges, coastal 
flooding, river flooding and landslides. 
Spatial distribution, randomness, magnitude, regularity, 
predictability of hazard events.  
Impacts: Primary/secondary, environmental, social, 
economic, political.  
Short- and long-term responses: risk management 
designed to reduce the impacts through preparedness, 
mitigation, prevention and adaptation. 
Impacts and human responses as evidenced by two recent 
tropical storms in contrasting areas of the world (Hurricane 
Katrina – USA – 2005 / Typhoon Haiyan – Philippines – 
2013). 

 

3.1.5.6 Fires in 
nature 

Characteristic human responses to wildfires – fatalism, 
prediction, adaptation, mitigation, management, risk-
sharing – and their relationship to hazard incidence, 
intensity, magnitude, distribution and level of 
development. 
Nature of wildfires. Conditions favouring intense wildfires: 
vegetation type, fuel characteristics, climate and recent 
weather and fire behaviour. Causes of fires – natural and 
human.  
Short- and long-term responses: risk management 
designed to reduce the impacts through preparedness, 
mitigation, prevention and adaptation. 
Impact and human responses as evidenced by a recent 
wildfire event (Black Saturday bush fires – Australia – 2009) 

 

 

 



Paper 2: Human Geography 

Specification 
Point 

Content to focus revision on 
Revision 

guide 
pages 

3.2.1 Global systems and governance 

3.2.1.1 
Globalisation 

Factors in globalisation: the development of technologies, 
systems and relationships, including financial, transport, 
security, communications, management and information 
systems and trade agreements. 

 

3.2.1.2 Global 
systems 

Issues associated with interdependence, including how: 
- Unequal flows of people, money, ideas and 

technology within global systems can sometimes act 
to promote stability, growth and development, but 
can also cause inequalities, conflicts and injustices 
for people and places. 

 

3.2.1.3 
International 
trade and 
access to 
markets 

Global features and trends in the volume and pattern of 
global trade and investment associated with globalisation. 
The nature and role of TNCs, including their spatial 
organisation, production, linkages, trading and marketing 
patterns. 
World trade in at least one food commodity (bananas). 
Analysis and assessment of the geographical 
consequences of global systems to consider how 
international trade and variable access to markets underly 
and impacts on students’ and other people’s lives across 
the globe. 

 

3.2.1.4 Global 
governance 

Issues associated with attempts at global governance, 
including how: 

- agencies, including the UN in the post-1945 era, can 
work to promote growth and stability but may also 
exacerbate inequalities and injustices  

- interactions between the local, regional, national, 
international and global scales are fundamental to 
understanding global governance. 

 

3.2.1.5.1 
Antarctica as a 
global common 

Threats to Antarctica arising from: fishing and whaling.  

3.2.1.6 
Globalisation 
critique  

The impacts of globalisation to consider benefits of 
growth, development, integration, stability, against the 
costs in terms of inequalities, injustice, conflict and 
environmental impact. 
 

 



3.2.2 Changing Places 
3.2.2.1 The 
nature and 
importance of 
places 

The concept of place and the importance of place in 
human life and experience. 
Categories of place: experienced places and media places. 
Factors contributing to the character of places: 

- Endogenous: location, topography, physical 
geography, land-use, built environment and 
infrastructure, demographic and economic 
characteristics. 

 

3.2.2.2.1 
Relationships 
and 
connections 

How the demographic, socio-economic and cultural 
characteristics of places are shaped by shifting flows of 
people, resources, money and investment, and ideas at all 
scales from local to global.  
How past and present connections, within and beyond 
localities, shape places and embed them in the regional, 
national, international and global scales. 

 

3.2.2.2.2 
Meaning and 
representation 

The importance of the meanings and representations 
attached to places by people with a particular focus on 
people’s lived experience of place in the past and at 
present. 

- How humans perceive, engage with and form 
attachments to places and how they present and 
represent the world to others, including the way in 
which everyday place meanings and bound up with 
different identities, perspectives and experiences. 

- How external agencies including governments, 
corporate bodies and community or local groups 
make attempts to influence or create specific place-
meanings and thereby shape the actions and 
behaviours of individuals, groups, businesses and 
institutions. 

- How places may be represented in a variety of 
different forms such as advertising copy, tourist 
agency material, local art exhibitions in diverse 
media, that often give contrasting images to that 
presented formally or statistically such as 
cartography and census data. 

- How past and present processes of development can 
be seen to influence the social and economic 
characteristics of places and so be implicit in present 
meanings. 

 
 
 

 



3.2.2.3 
Quantitative 
and qualitative 
skills 

Students must engage with a range of qualitative and 
quantitative approaches across the theme. Quantitative 
data, such as geospatial data, must be used to investigate 
and present place characteristics. 
Particular weight must be given to qualitative approaches 
involved in representing place, and to analysing critically 
the impacts of different media on place meanings and 
perceptions. 

 

3.2.2.4 Place 
studies 

Local place study (Peterborough) exploring the developing 
character of a place. 
Contrasting place study (Skegness) exploring the 
developing character of a contrasting and distant place. 
Sources must include qualitative and quantitative data to 
represent places in the past and present. 

 

3.2.4 Population and the environment 
3.2.4.1 
Introduction 

The environmental context for human population 
characteristics and change. 
Key elements in the physical environment: climate, soils, 
resource distributions including water supply.  
Key population parameters: distribution, density, numbers, 
change.  
Key role of development processes. 
Global patterns of population numbers, densities and 
change rates. 

 

3.2.4.2 
Environment 
and population 

Global and regional patterns of food production and 
consumption. 
Agricultural systems and agricultural productivity. 
Relationship with key physical environmental variables – 
climate. 
Characteristics and distribution of two major climatic 
types to exemplify relationships between climate and 
human activities and numbers. 
Climate change as it affects agriculture. 
Strategies to ensure food security.  

 

3.2.4.3 
Environment, 
health and 
well-being 

Global patterns of health, mortality and morbidity. 
Economic and social development and the epidemiological 
transition. 
The relationship between environment variables, e.g. 
climate, topography, and incidence of disease. 
Air quality and health. Water quality and health. 
The global prevalence, distribution, seasonal incidence of 
one specified biologically transmitted disease (malaria); 
it’s links to physical and socio-economic environments 
including impacts of environmental variables on 

 



transmission vectors. Impact on health and well-being. 
Management and mitigation strategies. 
The global prevalence and distribution of one specified 
non-communicable disease (coronary heart disease); its 
links to physical and socio-economic environment, including 
impacts of lifestyles. Impact on health and well-being. 
Management and mitigation strategies. 
Role of international agencies and NGOs in promoting 
health and combatting disease at the global scale. 

3.2.4.4 
Population 
change 

International migration: health and political implications of 
migration. 

 

3.2.4.5 
Principals of 
population 
ecology  

Perspectives on population growth and its implications: 
Malthus. 

 

3.2.4.6 Global 
population 
futures 

Health impacts of global environmental change: ozone 
depletion – skin cancer, cataracts; climate change – thermal 
stress, emergent and changing distribution of vector-borne 
diseases, agricultural productivity and nutritional standards. 
Prospects for the global population. Projected 
distributions. Critical appraisal of future population-
environment relationships. 

 

3.2.4.7 Case 
studies 

Case-study knowledge and understanding of patterns of 
health and morbidity related to physical and socio-
economic characteristics at a local scale (Hart, Hampshire). 

 

 

 

 

 


