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CHOOSING A UNIVERSITY

 
  

Choosing a course 

Conducting thorough research is vital: 

 The UCAS website (www.ucas.com) has lots of information about choosing a course 

so make use of its search tool to see what is available. 

 Look at the course material-- what is covered in the modules? Does this appeal to 

you? 

 How are the modules assessed? Does this suit your style of learning?  

 What would you like to achieve after your degree? Does this require specific 

qualifications? Check each course would meet these requirements.  

 

Once you know the course, you need to consider which university: 

 Courses with the same name are very different from one university to another so 

look carefully at the course content.  

 Are you looking for a campus or non-campus university?  

 Consider the size of the university and the town or city it is in.  

 What do you want from your university? The aplomb of a prestigious degree? 

Academic rigor? Flexibility? Or practical links and industry contacts? 

 

Aspire, Challenge, Achieve 

Need help with your research? 

 See Mrs. Barber & Mrs. 

Hill in the careers office.  

 Borrow a copy of The 

Good University Guide.  

http://www.ucas.com/


   

Figure 1 Cambridge University 

 

University Open Days 

Before making a visit:  

 Start by making a short list following your research.  

 Have a look at various ‘league tables’ such as The Time Good University guide or 

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables 

 Remember university prospectuses and websites will promote their university as 

being the best in the field. You need to look at a range of information sources to get 

an all-round, unbiased opinion.  

Book an Open Day:  

 If the course and the university look like they would suit you, book onto an open day 

via the website.  

 Calculate how long it will take to get there and decide if the car or a train would be 

the better option.  

 Consider getting a 16-25 rail card. 

  

Plan your day: 

 Some open days allow you to book onto specific sessions for your course or 

accommodation tours. 

 Print out a campus map and a map of the city.  

 Prepare a list of questions that you would like answered on the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Actually visiting a 

university is the 

only way you can 

truly get a feel for a 

place and whether 

it is right for you.  

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables


 

 

During your visit  

 Make notes during your visit as you might find that after 

a few visits, conversation or information blurs in to one. 

 

 Attend subject taster sessions, especially if you are still 

choosing which is the right subject for you. The course is 

the most important thing.  

 

 Application sessions will help you to understand what 

different universities are looking for.  

 

 Check the entry criteria carefully and ask questions if 

you are not sure. You do not want to waste one of your 5 

university choices on one that you do not meet the entry 

criteria for.  

 

 Go on an accommodation tour but remember, you will 

probably be shown the best university has to offer so ask 

lots of questions.  

 

 Visit the town too, would you like to live here? 

 

 Don’t let mum or dad take over. It’s your choice! Ask 

the questions you want answered too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out about all aspects 

of university life at each 

institution. 

 The course  

 Course structure  

 Assessment 

methods  

 Application and 

selection process  

 Accommodation  

 Facilities 

 The student 

experience  

 Finance  

 Employability  

 

What matters most to 

you? 

 Sports clubs and 

societies  

 Is there a gym? 

 Lab facilities  

 Coursework or 

exams  

 The price of a pint! 

 

MAKE THE MOST OF IT! 



AFTER YOUR VISIT 

Write down what you liked and didn’t like about each university and 

compare:  

 Perhaps make a spread sheet or table of pros and cons for each university? 

 Consider the travel to and from home 

 Consider the cost of living in each place 

 Consider the number of applicants compared with the number of places on your 

course at each university.  

Remember the course is more important than the 

university, no matter how good the university, if you don’t 

enjoy the course then the chances are that you will fail to 

maximize your potential and are more likely to drop out. 

 

 

 

These useful books are available to 

look through with Mrs. Barber and 

Mrs. Hill 


