
Job of The Week
Biomedical 

Scientist

Key Skills

•Knowledge of biology
•Analytical thinking skills
•Concentration skills
•To be thorough and pay attention to detail
•The ability to work well with others
•Excellent verbal communication skills
•Maths knowledge
•Knowledge of chemistry including the safe use and 
disposal of chemicals
•To be able to use a computer and the main software 
packages confidently

Salary
£30,000 – 53,000

Working hours
38 – 40 hours a week

Evenings/weekends/
Bank holidays



Biomedical Scientist

Apprenticeship
You could apply to do a Biomedical 
Scientist Level 6 Degree 
Apprenticeship, if you're working 
in the health service or in a 
research lab facility.
This apprenticeship takes around 3 
years to complete.
You'll usually need:
•4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* 
to C) and A levels, or equivalent, 
for a degree apprenticeship

University 
You can study for a biomedical science degree.
Your course should be accredited by the Institute 
of Biomedical Science (IBMS) and approved by 
the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC).
Laboratory work experience
To work as a biomedical scientist, you must 
register with the HCPC. To register you'll need to 
have completed work experience in an accredited 
laboratory.
Some degree courses include work placements. If 
your chosen course does not include accredited 
work experience, you'll need to find a laboratory 
placement. You could do this during a sandwich 
year or after you have finished your degree. 
You'll usually need:
•5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, 
including English, maths and science
•3 A levels, or equivalent, including biology and 
chemistry

Work
You may be able to get into 
biomedical science as an NHS 
trainee.
You'll need at least 2 A levels in 
science subjects or an equivalent 
qualification, like a Level 3 
Diploma in Applied Science.
Places are sponsored by NHS 
employers and you'll study for 
an accredited biomedical degree 
while you work.

https://www.ibms.org/ibms-accredited-university-courses.html
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/education/approved-programmes/


Working conditions
You could work in an NHS or private 
hospital, in a laboratory, at a research 
facility or at a university.
You may need to wear protective 
clothing.

Career Path and Progression 
With experience, you could move into 
areas like:
•specialist research
•training and education
•product development and sales
•people or project management

Day to day tasks
•test for infections and diseases, 
like hepatitis and diabetes
•analyse tissue samples for abnormalities, 
for example from cancer screening
•investigate cells and genomes to uncover hereditary 
conditions
•monitor patients' organ function before and after operations
•carry out blood grouping and matching for transfusion and 
transplant services
•process and analyse tissue samples from operations and autopsies
•research ways to develop new tests and refine existing ones
•update records with data and test results



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Keep looking…

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

Meet the Biomedical ScientistsBiomedical scientist: Ella' and Paul's 
stories

Day in my life as a Biochemist | 
Labs, work with me, scientist, 

research, STEM, chemistry, 
biology

Biomedical Science Placement Profile -
UK Biocentre

Useful Websites

Become a biomedical scientist

Become a biomedical scientist

Approved programmes | The HCPC

Practitioner Training Programme

Certificate of Competence by Equivalence

Use these links to learn more about our job of  the week, 

consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 

can be doing now to help yourself  and other roles in the 
industry 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT_3fyhXd-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjoKOZkGePU&t=34s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3s7ISQJ4HA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuySOiyQ69Q
https://www.ibms.org/professional-registration/become-a-biomedical-scientist.html
https://www.ibms.org/professional-registration/become-a-biomedical-scientist.html
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/education/approved-programmes/
https://www.nshcs.hee.nhs.uk/programmes/ptp
https://www.ibms.org/qualifications/registration/certificate-of-competence-by-equivalence.html

