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Key Skills
Knowledge of English language Salary
Excellent written communication skills Variable
Persistence and determination
Excellent verbal communication skills .
The ability to use your initiative Workmg hours

37 — 39 per week

The ability to come up with new ways of doing

things \ L\ = freelance / self-employed
a0 q -

Ambition and a desire to succeed managing your own hours

Knowledge of media production and —_—

communication
To be able to use a computer and the main
software packages competently

Aspire | Challenge | Achieve
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University
You'll need a high level of writing skill and
talent. To develop these skills, you could get a
gualification like a foundation degree, higher
national diploma or degree in a subject like:

* Creative writing

* Communication and media

* English language or literature

> * Creative and professional writing
* Journalism >
R You could also do a postgraduate writing '

course to get into this career.

Entry requirements

You'll usually need:

* 1 or 2 Alevels, or equivalent, for a
foundation degree or higher national diploma
* 2 to 3 A levels, or equivalent, for a degree
* a degree in any subject for a postgraduate
course

B . o e S

Volunteering
You can do several things to develop your writing skills and learn more
about the world of publishing. These include:

* joining a local writers' group

* entering writing competitions

* blogging online

Direct Application

You might be able to apply directly for technical writer jobs in industries like
engineering or pharmaceuticals, if you've got the relevant background and
qualifications.

Experience in journalism could also help you to get into travel or broadcast
writing.

Other Routes

You could work in TV or radio as a scriptwriter. BBC Writersroom has
information, advice and workshops on writing and submitting scripts.
You may be able to publish and sell your work without formal training or
qualifications, if you're exceptionally talented and have taught yourself. A
literary agent may be able to help you with this.
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Career tips
& You'll need:
* creative ideas that will sell
* good research skills
* the ability to express ideas in a style
suited to your intended audience
You'll also need to have confidence in
your writing, be able to accept criticism
and remain positive.
You'll need a portfolio of your work to
show to employers and commissioning
editors.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/




Labour Market
Information

Authors, writers and translators Newspaper, periodical and

broadcast editors

Further education teaching
professionals
Wi‘?%gg Y gry%ahiaa Weekly Pay Annual Pay Weekly Pay Annual Pay
HoursiWeek H(:-urll‘:.-r Pay £810 £42,12ﬂ £760 £39=520
33h £22 Hours/Week Hourly Pay Hours/Week Hourly Pay
Workforce Change (projected) 40h £20 35h £22

Growth Workforce Change (projecied) Workforce Change (projecied)
9.9% Growth Growth
The workforce is projected to grow by 9.9% over the 1 0'9':"0 80[0

period to 2035, creafing 12,500 jobs. The workforce is projected fo grow by 10.9% owver the || The workforce is projected fo grow by 8% ower the
period to 2035, creating 4,900 jobs. period to 2035, creating 7,100 jobs.

You might find this job in
Libraries, etc You might find this job in You might find this job in
Publishing activities Advertising, etc Education
Office admin. Publishing activities Public admin. & defence
Legal & accounting Wholesale trade Services to buildings
Membership organisations Education
Arts & entertainment
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Labour Market
Information

literary material for publicafion excluding material for

newspapers, magazines and other pericdicals but

including 5 and narrative for film, TV, radic and
computer games
and written statements info different languages.

¢s in this job:
determine
necessary by interviewing, attending public
events king out records, observing etc.
F&nerates and develops creative ideas for
iterary material
selects material for publication
grammar and acc
any necessary revisions and checks proof
copies before printing
negotiates contre
with buyer on behalf of writer

and animations; and franslate spoken

ubject matter and researches as

ecks style,
cy of content, arranges for

ts with freelance agents and

Newspaper, periodical and broadcast editors evaluate,
manage and oversee the editorial direction for the style
and content of feature: adcasting and
for newspapers, magazines, ne

periodicals.

Common fa

« commissions articles and selects mat
broadcast or publication

= checks style, grammar, accuracy and legality
of content and arranges for any necessary

ns

= decides on lay out of material in news

web: newsp , magazines, or
riodicals

» liaises with production staff in checking final

proof copies immediately prior to printing

Further education teaching

Further education teaching professionals supervise and
teach frade, technical. commercial, adult education,

econdary and posit-secondary courses fo students
beyond minimum school leaving age.

Common fasks in this job:
prepares, delivers and directs lectures,
seminars and tutorials
prepares, administers and marks
examinations, essays and other assignments
arranges instructional visits and periods of
employment experience for students
assists with the administration of teaching and
the arranging of timetables
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' Use these links to Iearn more about our Job of The

. Week, consider the various pathways leading to the
Keep looking... PeEiays (8aEing

career, what you can be doing now to help yourself
and other roles in the industry... din
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Take a look at these short videos for inspiration...

Newspaper Journalist Penguin Random House Book Editor

Useful Websites

ine i icte ' What does a book editor do? . .
Newspaper or magiz'”e ournalist: Leah's For Writers of all levels, published or not,
story .. .
NAWG, Writing Groups, national,
Becoming a Writer How to Become a Writer

Competitions - The Poetry Society

Homepage | Writers & Artists

Writer | MYPATH

Life as a writer - Penguin Books UK |
Official Site

The truth about becoming a writer with
Lee Child | Meet your Maestro | BBC
Maestro

How to Become a Writer |
Degrees, Skills & Career Paths (UK)
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How to become a writer - BBC Bitesize



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py3Nmbuj9xI&list=PL8wEidd1VrRAiVuXqVHaNI3Y34rptdwZM&index=44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py3Nmbuj9xI&list=PL8wEidd1VrRAiVuXqVHaNI3Y34rptdwZM&index=44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWeMjVkhhQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qxPce1M9lc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qxPce1M9lc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qxPce1M9lc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4T0PN88BPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4T0PN88BPI
https://www.nawg.co.uk/
https://www.nawg.co.uk/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/
https://www.writersandartists.co.uk/
https://www.mypathcareersuk.com/job-summaries/writer
https://www.penguin.co.uk/about/work-with-us/getting-published/life-as-a-writer
https://www.penguin.co.uk/about/work-with-us/getting-published/life-as-a-writer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7jff4j
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