
Job of The Week
Veterinary 

Nurse

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of animal health
➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ knowledge of biology
➢ the ability to work well with your 

hands
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ to be able to use a computer and the 

main software packages competently
➢ customer service skills
➢ patience and the ability to remain 

calm in stressful situations

Salary
£18,000 - £26,000

Working hours
35-40

a week
Evenings/weekends

on a rota 



Veterinary Nurse

College

You can study for a Level 3 
Diploma in Veterinary Nursing at 
college
You'll spend some time in the 
classroom and periods of training 
on placement in veterinary 
practice

Entry requirements
You'll need 5 GCSEs at grades 9 
to 4,or equivalent, including 
English, Maths and Science

Apprenticeship

You can do a veterinary nursing advanced 
apprenticeship

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 
or equivalent, including English, Maths and 
Science

University 

You could do a foundation degree or degree in 
veterinary nursing accredited by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons

Entry requirements
You'll usually need at least 1 A level, or 
equivalent, for a foundation degree and 2 to 3 A 
levels, or equivalent, for a degree

Volunteering

You'll need some work experience before you 
start training. You could volunteer with a vet, a 
local kennel or animal welfare centre, or with 
animal charities like the PDSA or RSPCA

Post 16

Most universities require you to have 
an A Level in Biology



Working conditions

You could work at a veterinary practice 
or at an animal welfare centre.
Your working environment may be 
physically and emotionally demanding.
You may need to wear a uniform and 
protective clothing

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar opportunities.
With experience, you could take on more responsibility, like practice 
management, supervising and training new staff, or working in sales of veterinary 
supplies.
You could also train to specialise in working for a zoological/wildlife park, charity, 
pharmaceutical company or breeding/boarding kennels.
With further study you could work towards becoming a lecturer or researcher

Day to Day tasks:

In this role you could:

➢ take x-rays
➢ keep the practice and equipment 

clean and hygienic
➢ prepare animals for treatment and assist

vets during procedures
➢ give injections, medication and remove stitches
➢ take care of in-patient animals
➢ support and talk to pet owners about treatment and 

care of their animals
➢ do reception and administrative duties



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 
can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Veterinary Nurses | Career profile | UCAS

https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/army-medical-
service/veterinary-technician/

BSc Veterinary Nursing - BSc Veterinary Nursing 
- Undergraduate - Study - Royal Veterinary 
College, RVC

Careers - British Veterinary Nursing 
AssociationBritish Veterinary Nursing 
Association (bvna.org.uk)

Working for you - British Veterinary Nursing 
AssociationBritish Veterinary Nursing 
Association (bvna.org.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfZBkQjVVMs

A day in the Life of a 
Equine Veterinary Nurse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg8wbhDcB70 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxZb-JYAwQ0

Veterinary Nurse 
Apprentice

Veterinary Nurse 
Being a Wildlife Veterinary 

Nurse 

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cF6c2XZAy0Y

https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-page/2.1/6131
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/army-medical-service/veterinary-technician/
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-veterinary-nursing#tab-entry-requirements
https://bvna.org.uk/careers/
https://bvna.org.uk/working-for-you/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfZBkQjVVMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg8wbhDcB70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxZb-JYAwQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cF6c2XZAy0Y

